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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting

Thursday 18 January 2024 at 7.00 p.m.

Venue:  The School Room, The Methodist Church, Brough

Councillors:  
Cllr A Brocklehurst (Chair)

Cllr G Allison

Cllr S Ellwood

Cllr S Heap

Cllr D Henderson



Clerk:


Andrew Bedford
Cllr Simpkins had given his apologies.
Public participation: none.
1. Apologies for absence – Cllr C Birkbeck (holiday)   Cllr P Capstick (work commitments)   
2. Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 21 December 2023 – the Minutes were received and agreed as a true and correct record of the last meeting of the Parish Council.  

3. Matters arising from the Minutes of the last meeting – 
(3)      Brough Clock and Clock Tower – the Chair reported on latest issues regarding the clock.  It was noted that it was currently operating properly.

Trees on Back Lane, Brough – the Chair reported that work on a further two trees had now been carried out. 

Parish Plan – replacement benches – the Chair informed the Meeting that grant applications for replacement benches had been sought from W&FC.  He would keep Members up-to-date on progress.
4. To receive declarations by elected and co-opted Members of interests in respect of items on 
 this agenda – Members were invited to declare any personal or prejudicial interests relating to any item

 on the agenda – none.
5. CCC and EDC Councillors – Cllr Simpkins had given his apologies as he had a prior engagement in Kendal.
6. Budget and Precept 2024/25 – having previously considered the financial prospects and Council funding priorities for the coming financial year, Members gave consideration to the 2024/25 Budget.  This included the local council tax base, which had increased by 2.0%, a draft Budget based on a 0% increase in the Council’s share of taxpayers’ Council Tax bills, and therefore a 2.0% increase in Precept.
Priorities for the forthcoming year would remain similar to the current year:
1. a major push on improving the environment and appearance of Brough, including new benches, tree works (including pruning trees in the community orchards) and general tidiness

2. a continued effort to secure improved broadband services in Market Brough, following the successful implementation of improvements in Church Brough

3. seeking improved local facilities and services, including public transport

4. supporting local events

5. supporting youth activities and
6.  seeking to encourage a greater degree of volunteer activity and foster a sense of civic pride.

The Council agreed the Budget.  The Clerk’s remuneration scale and hours for 2024/25, provided for within the Budget, are unchanged.

The Clerk was charged with progressing the Precept with colleagues at W&FC.

7. Coltsford Common Fee 2024 – Members considered the fee for use of land at Coltsford Common and agreed a 2% increase, making the fee £96.00 for 2024.

8. Meetings Calendar 2024/25 – the Clerk presented a draft Schedule of Meetings for 2024/25.  This followed the established pattern.

The proposed dates were agreed by the Council and the Clerk was charged with publishing the dates on the Council’s website.
9. To consider Parish Council’s observations with regard to planning applications:  none.
To note decisions of statutory authorities with regard to recent planning applications:  none.
10. Finance:  
10.1   To receive statements of accounts to 18 January 2024 including receipted income – Received 
   
10.2   To receive bank reconciliations to 18 January 2024 by Council representative – Received 
  
10.3   To authorise payment of accounts – Agreed
11. Correspondence In:  
11.1   CALC – New Employment Contract Templates
11.2   National Highways – A66 Northern Trans-Pennine Project
11.3   W&FC – 563 : Penrith - Appleby : Extension to Kirkby Stephen and Kendal
11.4   Community Enterprise Catalyst - Free support for self-employed carers
12. Noted that the next Parish Meeting will be held on Thursday 21 March 2024 in The Methodist Church, High Street, Brough, CA17 4BY at 7.00 p.m.
There being no further business the Meeting closed at 7.50 p.m.
	                                    Community Account                                     
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	100505
	J Edwards - street cleaning
	
	161.51

	100506
	A A Bedford - salary & expenses (Dec 2023)
	
	432.69

	100507
	HMRC - PAYE (Dec 2023)
	
	9.00

	
	
	
	


Signed           




(as a true record)  Date

